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The  imes  of  men  are  in  the  hand 

of  God, 

.  t 

i 

j 

j 

OR 

A  SERMON 

Occafioned  by  that  awfull  Providence  which  hapnedin 

BOSTON  \n  NEW  ENGLAND,  the4^h  dayofthe 
Monech  1675.  (when  part  ofaVtffel  was  blown  up  in 
the  Harbour,  and  nine  men  hurt,  and  three  mortally 
'  wounded)  wherein  is  (hewed  how  we  (hould 
fandihe  the  dreadful]  Name  of  God 
under  fuch  awfull 

Difpcnfacions. 

i 

1 

1 

1 

By  INCREASE  M  A1  H  ER^ 

Teacher  ofa  Church  of  Chrift. 

Job.  ij;  14:  .Hf  perfomtth  the  thing  that  Is  appointed  forme,  and  many  fuch  things 
are  with  him, 

Mark.  13.3s  ,6  37  JVatch  ye  therefore  (for ye  finownot  vhen  the  mafler  of  the  Houfe 
cometb,  at  evening,  or  at  midnight  or  at  Cocl{  cro-n  irg,,  or  in  the  msr'nirg)  kfi 
coming  fuddenly  he  find  you  Jleeprng,  and  n  bat  I  fay  unto  yon^l  fay  h^o  aH 
watch 

L’jkc.  4,^.  Or  thofe  eighteen  upon  whom  the  Tower  in  Siloa  m  fell  and  flew  then 

thinli  ye  that  they  were  firners  'above  all  men  that  dive  it  in  Jirafalem,  1 
tell  you  nay,  but  except  you  Repent,  you  floall  all  Uhemfe  pet  if. 

BOSTON, 

Printed  by  John  Fofier  1675.  1 
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HO^  upfearchahte  are  ihe  ^udgments  ofGedf  how 
are  his  wuyes  fajl  fnding  out  f  Sometimes  his 
AW f till  hand  falleth  ontf  upon  the  Righteous  as 
toTemporall  fudgments.  Sometimes  only  upon 
the  wickcdy  fometimes  he  doth  cut  off  both  together .  And 
this  to  thccnd,  thatraanfhoulcl  find  nothing  after  him, 
whom  wee  cannottrace.  his  Judgments  are  agreat  deep.  HU 
toaj  isln  the  Sea^  his  path  U  in  the  great  wa  ters^  and  his  foot- 
(teps  are  not  known^  Neverthelefs  there  is  a  day  coming  (and 
the  Lord  haften  that  day)  which  is  a  day  of  Revelation, 
when  the  m") fiery  of. provideiice  Jhaii  be' opened  in  the  fight 
and  hearing  of  all  the  earth.  In  the  mean  time  it  becometh  us  ^ 
pottocenjurethofethai  are  made  of  divlnt  Sevc- 

riry*,  and  yet  with  Humility  and  an  Holy  Fear  to  take  notice 
of  the  (olemn  works  ofGod^  confideringthat  it  is  faid^they 
who  regard  not  the  works  of  the  Lord  nor  the  operation 
of  his  hand  (hall  be  deftroyed*  The  Lord  expeHs  that  we 
fhould  not  fufer  Juch  tremendous  Difpenfations,  as  that 
which  occafiohed the  Preaching  of  thU  Sermon,  pafi  with-  ^ 
out  deep  and forrowfull  obfervation*  Even  the  men  of  Beth- 
flieniefh,  when  the  Lord  had  fmitten  fo  many  among  the/n 
with  a  great  faughter  Lamented  and  fold  who  is  able  to 
ftand  before  this  holy  Lord  Godf  [ball  we  be  more  flu* 
fid  andfenfelefs  than  they  f  when  Uzza  (though  a  good  man) 
dyed  by  a  fudden  firoke  of  God  upon  himt  David  called  the 
place  Perez- uzzah  and  he  was  afraid  of  God  that  day. 
How  many  percz-U2izas«^4[j  we  fpeak  of}  Look  in  this  Town, 

and  in  that  T Qwn^  and  in  the  other  Tfown^  and  we  may  fee 

‘  '  ’  TUcss 


Td  Reader 

Tlaces  that  wAj  bear  the* name  ofPirti  utz^.  It  will  he 
good  for  us  to  keep  alive  in  our  Hearts  ^  a  reveremiall  and 
filial  fear  of  the  inf  nit  e  Majejly,  who  hath  an  ahfolute  domi- 
nion  over  us  and  oursy  and  may  doe  to  us  and  with  us y  what^ 
he  will  and  carsnot  doe  us  wrong.  Arid  it  will  he  good 
for  us  when  our  fouls  have  in  remembrance  the  wormwood 
and  the  gaily  to  be  humkled  for  thole  f  ns  which  have  pro- 
vok^td  the  Lordy  to  infli^  fuch  bitter  fir  okis.  Doubt  left 
that  fin  of  difregard  to  the  word  of  God,  is  that  which 
tfpfciayll  hath  provoked  the  eyes^  pf  his  glorj,  Ht  w  many 
are  there  that  give  way  to  their  own  Jloth^  and  Jet  them^ 
fives  to  fleep  at  Semions,  albeit^  that  is  a  fin  which 
God  fometime  hath  pumjhed  with  fudden  '  deathy  vtH* 
nefs  the  awfull  example  e/  Eutichus  tty. 

Jthw  many  that  turn  their  backs  upon  the  blcffing  of 
God  when  pronounced  by  thofeyjhom' Go  A  h2L\\\  chofen 
to  minifler,  and  to  blcfs  in'  hisNaitie  ,  though  often 
folemnly  reproved  for  it  in  the  Name  of  the  LOrd^  who  hath 
faid^  that  he  that  being  often  reproved  hardneth  his  neck, 
/ball  be  defroyed  fuddenly  f  How  many  that  make  little 
Or  no  Confcience  to  meditate  ovyOr  to  praUicc  the  things 
whuh  they  have  heard  ?  is  it  nos  a  Providence  to  be 
objnved  ^  that  thofe  dreadftdlihmdrings  and  lightnings 
which  have  been  amongfl  us  pom  year  to  jear^  where'- 
by  not  a  few  have  been  fain,  have  for  the  mofl  part 
bapntd  upon^  Or  near  unto  that  day  when  the  fiver  trum¬ 
pet  of  the  gofpel  is  went  to  Jounsly  as  if  God  fl)0uld  fay 
pom  Heaven^  if  ytu  will  not  hear  my  word  fpcaktng 
unto  you  y  ihc  voice  ot  the  Lord  (hall  fliake  the  wil¬ 
der  ne  ^>5  that  fall  Citne  which  [hall  make  you  hear. 
And  tt  will  he  good  for  us  to  prepare  for  the  worf 


To  the  Reader.' 

of  times  dr  things  that  may  ^tefall  us  in  this  world 
Confidering  that  iudden  changes  upon  particular  Per- 
fons  are  warnings  to  the  whole,  tea  and  to  pray  that 
that  which 't he fe  things  feem  to  Portend  may  be  diver¬ 
ted  x  yea  to  pray  y  that  our  fun  may  not  goc^  down 
over  us  at  noon,  andthac  the  Zord  would  not  darken 
the  earth  in  th'e  deer  day.  ■ 

*7/ Publication  of  this  Sermon  {fuchas  it  is)  may 
tend  to  awaken  any  to  confider  the  things  of  their 
Peace ,  in  this  their  da-^y  ( although  the  importunity  of 
others greatlj  concerned  in  the  late  awfull  difpenfadon, 
hath  confi  rained  thereunto  again  (I  mj  thoughts  and  incli¬ 
nations)  I  ft  ill  have  caufe  to  rejoyce  thereat.  I  dare 
not ,  but  from  time  to  time ,  (  after  my  poor  manner  ) 
take  notice  of  the  folcmn  Providences  of  God,  that  fo 
I  may  endeavour  that  my  [elf  and  others  may  make  that 
Improvement  of  them ,  which  the  glorious  and  bleffed  God 
looketh  for  \  For  indeed  my  foul  dreads  to  be  found  a- 
tnongfl  the  number  of  fleeping  Watchmen. 

Pofihly  fome  may  wonder ,  that  I  Jhndd  fo  frequent¬ 
ly  appear  in  this  way  ,  who  am  the  tea  (I  among  (I  my 
Brethren  \  and  alfo  one  that  hath  his  Head  and  Hands 
and  Heart ,  otherwife  full  of  thoughts  and  Labours  .  The 
Truth  is  (although  [  jhould  not  be  weary  in  wed  doings 
yet  fuch  is  mine  infrmity  as  that)  I  am  weary.,  Aj^  if 
the  Lord  give  me  to  finijh  two  jmall  Treatifes ,  which  / 
have  upon  the  Anvill ,  (  and  which  /  doe  confefs  my 
Heart  is  much  upon)  the  one  concerning  Chrift  and 
Heaven  5  the  other  refpeHing^  The  Riling  Genera¬ 
tion  in  New-England,  /  doe  not  Purpofe  (although  I 
Ih9fdd  live  much  longer  then  I  thmk  ^  /hall)  to  be  any 
more  troublefom:  in  this  way. 


I  have 


'v  Tothe  -Rcadcn  .  ^  ^  -  v. 

J'  hdve  Ung  expected  Hhat  Chrift  '  would  come'  and ,  call 
for  me-  but  1  J^ow  that  untillmjf  work '  be .  done  ^  I  am 
immortal!* '  And  J  trujf^  that^  the  Lord^^^  vvvhofe  hand 
my  Times  arc,  will  enable  to  finijh  jhe  work^  which  he 
hath  given  me  to  doe  in  the  worlds  '■  n  jf, 

Let  the  godly  Reader  help  me  by  his  FrayerSf  who  need 
them»  And  who  am  • 


^Bofton  9‘hl  X  ’Anmwmljfervdntof'! 

of  4'H*Monech  ’  Chrlfl 

1675.  ,  \  ^ 

Increafe  '■leather. 


Pfal; 


> 

».  V 


nSM[y  are  in  thy  Uand^-^^ 

» 

4 

THePen-mjn  of  this  Pfalme  was  David  asweitiay 
■  fifc  by  tlie  Title  ot  it,  where  it  is  faid  to  be  a  ffalme 
■:c(  David,  Goncerting  the  time  and  occa^n  of  the 
^  penning  ofif,  there  are  vatious. Cob j'«(Siires.  Some  MoIIenw  ’ ^ 
think  tbaric  was  occafioned  by  Sauls  Perlecutioii.  Others  con- 
ceite  that  David  wrote  this'  Pfalm  in  tbjs  time  when  ho 
was  perfecuted  by  A.bfalom.  And  this  latter  feems  tb  be  the 
more  probable  Conjedufre,  .For :  there  ace  .diverrS  paffages. 
therein,  which  fait  v^ith  the  ftate  and'  ednditioh  that  David  was 
in  when  purfaed  by  Abfolom.  e.g.  Thofe  exprelli^ns  in  the 
9th  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  ip.h  verfes,.^i»;  tje^  c.wf^-  FoordinLoc? 
t»ed  mth  mif,  my  life  it  g?e>it  yipith  and  myyeArAmth 

'Sighing,  Thofeeitprtffions.feem  to  intimate,  tlut  David  Was 

at  this  timt  come  to  the  clofe  of  his  dayeS,  Wnd  that  'wasin 
extrerfi'iy  of  grief  and  forrow. 'NoW  the  greatell  forroWsthat 
ever  came  upon  David,  were  thofo  that  hapned  to  him  in  the 
dayes  of  Abfolom;  then  atfo  was  he  neer  unto  his  end.  Again, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  lOth  verfe  he  faith  Strength  faileth 
hecMfe  of  mine  iniqmtj,  «/he«  as  thbsfflidiohs  which  cadneupoa 
him  under  Saal,  were  hot  beaafe  of  any  rpedal  iniquity'' which 
be  had  been  guilty  of,  but  for  tryal,  and  that.fo  he  might  thece- 

by  be  fitted  to  doc  greater  Service  for  God  in  hisiSneratian- 

but  the  affliaipos  which  came  upon  him  in  AbWoms  dayes’ 
were  th^fruit  ofhis  fin  and  back-nidmg  from  God  Likewife 
that  paffage.  in  the  21  verfe  where  he  faith  XtrdMth  Jhev>- 
ed  me  hk  marvelous  kindnefe  as  in' a  ftronr  City,  was  litterallv 
'  fulfilled  in  Abfoloras  lime :  for  then  David  m%yx  Mahmtdw 
snd  Riucn  kindncfT^  was  (Ih.ewcd' mito  hirn  Hpwcvccr 

Attain  it  is  that  Dayid  was  «t  this  tiffled«;gf(^t,djflrefl'e  aa^^ 

^  ,'thrr.cfoVc 


TheTintes  of  men  are  in  the  hand  of  God » 

therefor C; his  fcbpe  Pfalm  is  to  pray  for  deliverance  oirc 
of  trouble.  There  are  in  ^his  Context  divers  arguments  to 
flkengtheri  his  faith  in  prayer,  in  that  he  ltid  pu^bis  trail  in  God 
verfe  14  rtraftedln  iheed  Lord,  Thais  a  great  argument  to  be 
ufed  in  prayer,  a  man  would  be  loch  to  fail  another  that  confi- 
deth  in  him,  much  Icfs  w^l  the  Hoiy  bltffed  God  difappoinc 
thofe  that  doe  indeed  put  their  trull:  in  him.  2.  Trom  the 
coaiideration  of^ac  Covenant  Riterii’l  which  he  had  in  God, 
ihid,.  Thou  ar  t,  mj  God,  That  is  a  mighty  argument.  He  that 
can /ay;-unto  God  thou  art  mine,  thou  haft  in  the  Covenacc 
.  4ih§ageij  thy  fetf  to  me;  may  expeft  Salvation  from 

;.hhiri  r  ;^hRjHe  doth  ftfcngchen*  his  faith  from  the  donfideration 
of  the  Providccce  of  God,  fo  in  the  words  of  the  Texr. 

Wce^  fball  not  detain  you  with  any  opening  of  the  words, 
befidcs  what,  may  be  fpoken  to  under  thdZ)(3^^^r/;7e  from  them, 
whiohisi  -  i'-v  'Hi:.'  ^ 

^Lhdtfhe’Limes^ojmen  are  in  the  hafid 
.  ofQod.  ^ 

Now  for  the  clearing  of  jifils  Dodtrine  four  things  may  & 
attehde'd.''  i  f  TO  fbew- wfiat  is  here  raeafit  by  the  hand  of  God. 

t  .r  '■  /0>.  .  -  ^  _  T  J  J_  r  ■  A  n _ 


"a.  times  of  mea  are  in  the.  Lords  hand.  3.  Hpwic 

dotfi  a[/pekr 'cliat  the  times  of  men  are  in  Gods  hand.  4.  Thb 
Reafoiis;<ifthi^t^^ 

Qdl'fti  i,  uheremeapthythehandofGod} 

!’  Anljw.  '  i..  There,  is  the  hand  of  Divine  power.  Strength  is 
foanlfeftfed  by  thV  hand  .•  we.  fay  of  a  .flrphg  man  that  he  is  a  man 
,ofhis^ihds,.foThc%prds  ftr^^^^  power  it  is  denoted  by 

his  hand!  ' Ifis'faid  con cernm^  Elijah  han^  of  the  Lord 

waffiponfim  and  heran  hfere  Ahab  i.  Kings.  18.  4»  ^hat  is  the 


‘poWef  Bf  Gpd  was  uppn  him,  enabling  of  hirn  fo  to  run>  And 
the  hand  of  ijpH  [Lord,  was  upon  me  Chap,  3  7.  i .  that 
'  is  ^  forget of  ^  Pf3l.74.11.  lyhy  wl*^'- 

^flrhde^imtlloj  handi'ppffkjt  out' of  thy  bofam,  that  is  to  fay  ex 


th 
exert 


‘  and  put  forth  thy  almighty  power,  Ifai.  59.1.  The  Lords  hand 
is  not  f  or tened  that  it  cannot  fave,  God  hath  as  much  power 
as'cyer^he,  had,  he  is  as  'able  to  faye  his  people,  now  as  ever  he 
‘  VhVr efbre  is  id '  faid  that  hji  hahd  is  not  (lior tned.  Where¬ 
fore  when  it  is  faid  that  the  tinfc's  of  men  are  in  the  hand  of  God, 
The  mearing  is  that  he  hath  power  todifpofe  of  their  times, 

men 


tht  Times  of  men  are  in  the  hand  of  G.od^ 

men  have,  not  power  to  difpofe  of  their  own  times,  npr  have 
others  that  power  but  the  Lordalorie.  \  ' 

2.  There  is  hand  of  divine  Prov\dence,^'}ph.z,io,  Shall 
re  ce  receive  food  at  the  hand  of  God  and  ps  all  ivee  not  receive  evlll. 
The  Providence  of  God  doth  difpence  aftlidions  as  well  as  mer- 
cyes  to  his  people,  therefore  are  they  faid  to  receive  evillas 
weH  as  good  at  the  hand  of  God.  So  Chap.  j9.  21.  Have  ptty 
vpn  me  O  je  my  friends  ^f or  the  hand  of  God  hath  ioucfcd 
that  is  to  fay,  the  Providence  of  God  is  gone  forth  againfl:  me. 

I.  Pet. 5. 6.  Humble  jour  felves  under  the  mighty  hand  ofGody 
i-  e.  under  the  aiflic^ing  difpenfations  of  his  divine  Providence,  & 
Solomon  faith  that  the  righteons  &  the  Vpife  and  their  ^'or\s  are  in 
the  hand  of  GodEcde.  9.t, 

B^caufe  bo:h  the  Perfons  and  the  works  of  the  beftand 
moft  prudent  men  are  guided  by  a  divine  Providence.  When 
God  hath  behowed  gifts  and  graces  upon  any  man,  qualifiing 
him  for  Service,  he  doth  by  a  fecret  providence  order  what 
work  he  fhall  doe,  wherefore  the  divine  Providence  is  intended 
by  that  Hand,  which  the  text  fpeaketh  of.  David  doth  here 
encourage  himfelf  from  the  Confideration  of  the  AlTdifpofing 
Providence  of  God.  Wee  come  to  afccond  enquiry  viz. ^ 
meant  by  the  Times  of  men  which  are  f aid  to  he  in  the  hand  of  God  f 

Anfw.  I.  The  beginning  of  a  mans  time  is  in  the  Lords 
hand.  He  ordereih  when  every  man  fhall  come  into  the  world. 
Henceit  is  faid  that  there  is  a  time  to  be  hoin  Eccle.3.2.  that 
is  to  fay^  God  hath  fee  and  determined  the  time  wherein  every 
man  fhall  be  born.  It  was  faid  with  refped  unto  Ifaac  Gen 
21.2.  Sarah  conceived  and  bare  .Abrah^tn  a  Son  in  his  old  age,  at 
the  fet  time  of  which  God  had  g?oken  to  him.  The  Lord  had  fee 
the  time  when  Ifaac  fhould  come  into  the  world,  the  fame  is 
true  vyich  reference  unto  al!  men  that  ever  were  or  fliall  be 
brought  forth  into  the  world.  Hence  fonie  are  born  in  one  age 
and  fome  in  another.  Some  before  the  Law,  others  under  the 
Law,  and  others  in  the  dayes  of  the  Gofpel,  fince  Chrift  the  Soa 
of  God  hath  come  into  the  world.  He  in  whofe  hand  are  the 
times  of  men  doth-order  in  what  time  and  under  what  difoenfa- 
tion  each  man  ftiaii  live. 

2,  The  end  of  a  mans  time  u  in  the  Lords  hand.  The  time 
whenhefhiil  goc  out  of  the  world,  as  well  as  the  time  of  his 
coming  into  icj  the  day  of  death  as  wdl  as  the  day  of  his  birth. 
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fence  Solorhoh  faith  is  a  time  to  dye,  Eccl.3.2.  Thecliy  of 
a  mans  death  is  cmphaticaly  railed  his  time  Eccle.  9.12.  Man 
kr.Qw'cth  not  hk  time^  that  is  to  fay  he  knoweth  not  the  time  when 
he  fliall  dy  and  goe  out  of  this  world,  and  this  time  is  in  the 
Lords^hand,  and  therceis  faid  to  be  appointed  Hebr.  9.27.  U 
is  appointed  unto  all  men  once  to  dye.  There  is  indeed  a  [iatnte 
Law  derermining  that  every  Sinner  (hall  dye,  Gen.  2.17.  and 
in  ihar  refped  death  is  appointed^  but  feefides  that  it  is  appoin¬ 
ted  in  the  eternal!  Decree  of  God.  Noconely  the  thing,  but 
the  time  and  alt  the  Circuniftances  attending  the  death  of  any 
appointed  by  the  Lord,  Hence  it  was  faid,  The  time 
drew  nigh  that  Ifrael  muft  dye,  Gen.  47. 29.  Gods  time  Was.  come 
and  therefore  Jacob  now  mxfi  dye, 

3..  The  deration  of  a  mans  tme.k  inGods  hJot  oncly 
when  hcfhall  come  into  thcjworld,  but  how  Jong  he  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  in  it.  whether  hejfliall  be  long  lived  or  fhort  lived.  Eir^ 
when  a  man  cometh  into  the  world,  no  one  can  tell  whether 
he  fhail  dye  in  Childhood,  or  in  Youth,  or  in  his  middle  age,  or 
in  his  old  age,  bat  God  in  whofe  hand  is  his  Time  knoweth 
•how  it  ftiall  be,  wherefore  Job  faith,  1  will  wait  aUthedayes  of 
my\j^^^o\nttiimQ}tillmy  change  come  Chap  14.V.14.  And  in 
the  fifth  verfeof  that  Chapter  he  faith  of  every  man  that  hk 
dayes  are  determined  ^the  number  of  his  moneths  are  with  thee^thoa 
hafl-  appointed  his  bounds  that  he  cannot  pafs.  Not  onely  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  years,  bat  the  moneths  nay  thedayes  that  every  man 
fhali  live  are  determined  by  God,  and  beyond  that  time  he  fhall 
not  live  one  day.  This  then  is  Davids  meaning  when  he  faith 
my  times  are  in  thy  hand.  Thou  canfl:  make  me  live  as  long  as  thou 
wilt,  notwithftanding  my  enemyes  feck  for  my  life. 

Tenipisra  fig-  Thofe  Changes  of  time  that  a  people  or  perfon  may  in  this 
^'^^^dpafs  under  are  ordered  by  the  hand  of  God,  Her.cethc 
Jdjuraiccndi  doth  not  oncly  fay  my  Time  In  the  fingular  Number, 

tiop-is  variec2.  butmy  T/W/  in  the  plurall  Number,  i.  c.  both  profperous 
tciiu  advcrfe  Scafons.  There  are  vic'flitudcs  of  times,  wc  read 
fn  he  times  that  went  over  David,  and  over  Ifrael,  and  over  the 
L.^cum.  Kingdomes  of  the  Countrey  es  i  Chrop.  29.30.  cite  while  it  was 
a  time  of  peace  and  profperity,  another  while  it  was  a  time  of 
great  difiradion  and  mifery^  thus  did  times  pafs  over  them.  As 
in  publick  Concerns^  may  change,  it  is  in  the  Lords  hand 
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to  change  them  when  andjas  he  plcafeth  Dan/2.21.  He  chanf- 
eth  the  times^  he  removeth  kings  and  fetteth  up  kjfigs.  So  as  to 
parcicular  perfons,  times  may  change  with  them,  he  that  is  now 
in  profperity,  may  on  a  fuddain  be  eaft  into  great  mifery.  Pial. 
39,6,7.  I  /aid  in  mj  projperitj  1  fljall  never  he  moved^  thou  did/h 
hide  tty  face  and  /  troubled.  How  fo  ?  Abfoloms  Rebellion 
brought  a  fuddain  change  upon  David.  Trofytrous  feafons 
are  in  the  Lords  hand,-Tliis  is  intended  by  the  Pfalmill,  Thou 
Lore  (faich  he)  canft  tnaketny  dayes  to  be  as  profperous  as  thou 
vvilt.  And  adverfe  feafons  thefe  are  called  Times  Pfal.  lo.i. 
Why  hideil  thou  thy  felf  in  times  of  trouble  ?  And  thefe  are  aii 
ordered  by  the  hand  of  the  moil  high, 

5,  The  time  of  Deliverance  out  of  trouble  is  in  Gods  hand. 
Thus  the  Chaldee  Paraphraft  under ftands  thefe  words,  my  times: 
are  in  thy  hand  viz,  the  time  of  tny  Redemption,  but  though 
the  words  mull  not  be  fo  confined,  yet  that  is  implyed  in  them, 
God  hath  determined  the  time  when,  as  well  asthemcanes 
whereby,  be  will  fave  his  people  out  of  trouble  Pfal.  102.13, 
Thedime  to  fave  Zion^yea  the  fet  time  is  come.  Deliverance- 
out  of  trouble  will  not  arife  untill  the  Lords  time  be  come.  Da- 
vidhopedfor  Deliverance  in  the  dayes  of  Saul  even  till  his  tyeS' 
failed  with  looking  for  Salvation^  but  it  came  not  as  foon  as  tie- 
looked  for  it,  becaufe  the  Lords  time  wasnotyer.  Great  have 
been  the  exptdarionsof  thefe  dayes  that  Rorm  fhould  fall,  and 
that  the  Churches  finall  Deliverance  from  the  Perfecution  of 
Anti'Chrifl  fhould  be  accompiifhed  at  fuch  a  time  and  at  fuch  a^ 
time.  Many  have  been  looking  for  light,  but  behold  darknefs. 
Isitbecaufe  the  thing  is  uncertain.^  No-  but  the  reafon  of 
thefe  difappointments  is,  in  that  men  have  been  expeding  thefe 
things  before  the  Lords  time  be  fullfllled,  Deliverance  then 
will  not  come  before  thefet  time^not  one  day  longer  than 
that  time.  Hence  is  that  obfervable  place  of  Scripture  Exo.  12.41. 
And  it  came  to  pafsat  the  end  of  four  hundred  a^td  thirty  years  e^en 
the  felf  fame  day  it  came  to  pafs,  that  dll  the  Hof  s  of  the  Lord  went 
cut  of  Egypt.  God  bad  promifed  Abraham  that  it  flmuld  b«  fo 
four  hundred  and  thirty  years  before,  and  we  fte  that  he  kept 
his  word  even  to  a  day.  And  k  is  faid  concerning  Jofeph  Pfal, 
105.18,19.  whofe  feet  they  hurt  with  fetters,  he  was  laid  in 
iron,  untill  the  time  that  his  word  came^  that  is,  was  fullfiilcd;  for 
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Ainfwcith  in  coming  in  the  Scripture  often  noteth  I  filling.  God  had  long 

tocu;n.  he  bre  fiiewed  Jofeph  in  a  dream,  that  he  (hoiild  be  advanced 

highly,  and  when  the  time  for  accomplilhing  that  word  was 
fulhlled,  Jofrph  was  made  to  forget  all  ins  troubles. 

6.  T  hs  timf  for  Repentance  is  in  the  hand  of  God,  Hence  roc 
onely  Repentance  it  felr,  but  the  time  for  it  is  faid  to  be  h%s  G:fc, 
as  I  have  lately  and  largly  endeavoured  to  fhew  you  in  my  courfe 
on  thefccond  Chapter  cf  the  Revelation  you  have  ^heard  how  the 
Lord  there  fpak^r  unto  Jezebel  1  gave  her  (pace  to  repent.  Every 
turns  day  of  grace  (chat  hath  fuch  a  day)  is  in  Gods  hand. 
Hence  it  is  that  Tome  have  a  far  longer  day  of  grace  continued 
to  them  then  others  have,  feme  their  day  of  grace  is  at  an  end 
vvhilll  in  youth,  others  their  day  continueth  iintill  their  middle 
age, feme  to  old  age.  Is  this  from  themfelvcs  No, but  from  the 
Lord.  You  have  often  heard  that  life  fime  in  tius  world  is  a  time 
for  Repentance,  while  a  (inner  is  alive,  it  is  po/Tible  that  if  he 
feek  the  Lord  he  may  find  him.  He  may  poilibly  obtain  the 
.  p^trdon  of  his  fins,  and  the  falvacion  of  his  foul,  by  Faith  in  Jefus 
ChrifI,  but  when  once  his  Soul  is  out  of  his  body,  when  once 
he  is  dead  (dyinginhis  fins)  it  is  impofiible,  God  that  cannot 
lye  having  declared  that  it  fhall  then  never  be.  Now  the  lives 
of  men  are  in  the  hands  of  God,  therefore  Daniel  fa’d  unto  that 
king,  Chap.  5.  v.  23.  the  Godin  vehofe  hand  thy  breath  and 
wh&fe  are  all  thy  wayes  hafl  thou  not  glorified.  The  time  of  prolpe-- 
rity  is  a  day  of  grace,  when  a  man  doth  enjoy  Health,  Eafe, 
Strength  &c.  it  is  the  ficten:  Seafon  in  the  world  to  repent,  and 
make  his  peace  with  God  in.  Now  this  time  you  heard  but  now 
is  in  the  Lords  hand.  While  the  bleffed  Spirit  of  God  concinu- 
cth  ffriving  with  the  Soul,  thats  a  day  of  grace  indeed.  When 
you  are  convinced,  awakened,  affeded  in  any  meafure  by  the 
word  or  works  of  God,  then  is  an  happy  time  to  repent  in. 
Now  that  Seafon  is  furely  in  the  Lords  hand^  for  who  bath  di- 
reded  tlie  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  or  who  hath  been  his  Counfellor 
wherefore  the  Apoflle faith  Phil.  2.13,14.  iVorJ^  out  your  oyvn 
Salvation’ivith  fear  and  tremblings  for  it  is  God  that  veorkjth  in 
you  both  to  ya ill  and  todoeofhisoWngoodpleafure,  As  if  it  were 
faid,  Tremble  to  mifs  Gods  Seafon,  you  know  not  how  foon 
God  may  ceafe  working  in  your  hearts  by  his  Spirit.  The  time 
of  the  Lords  working  upon  the  hearts  of  men,  is  as  he  (Hail 
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pteafe,  Thu^  have  wee  feen  whac  times  are  in  the  Lords 
hand. 

The  next  thing  is  ta  enquire,  Ho'i»  it  doth  af fear  that  the 
times  of  men  are  in  Gods  hand 

Tor  Anfwcr  wee  (hall  only  mention  two  things  as  Demon- 

firatlons  oiihas  tiwih, 

Firil:  it  is  evident  in  t\\zx.  God  hath  decreed  and  determined  what- 

if 

ever  cometh  to  pafs  in  the  world.  The  Lords  will,  his  eternall 
purpofe  -and  decree  is  fometimes  exprefTed  by  his  Hand  Ads. 
4.28.  for  to  doe  whatfoever  thy  hand  and  thj  counftl  deterrrdmd 
before  to  be  done.  Tor  as  men  doe  work  and  accomplifh'their 
dcligns  by  their  hands,  fo  doth  the  Lord  accomplilh  all  his 
works  by  the  power  of  of  his  own  will  Ephe,  i.  1 1.  He  '^^ork- 
eth  all  things  after  the  Comfel  of  his  own  will.  The  will  of  God 
is  a  working  will,  therefore  it  is  fet  forth  by  that  of  his  hand. 
Two  things  are  certain  ,  firfl  that  Wdoatever  God  doth  will  (that 
is  decree)  pjall  furely  come  to  pafs  ]o\y,  42.2.  ,  No  thought  can  be 
wltholden  from  thee.  If  God  have  a  thought  in  his  heart  to  doe 
this  or  chat,  none  can  hinder  him  from  performing  the  thoughts 
and  intents  of  his  heart,  He  is  of  one  mind  and  who  can  turh 
him?  Ifui.  14.27.  For  t-he  Lord  of  Hofis  hath  pnrpofed  and  who 
fhad  difi'n'fl  it  ?  and  his  hand  is  firetched  ont  and  Who  [hall 
turn  it  bac\J  Hence  the  will  of  God  is  faid  to  be  Irrefjlible 
Rom.  9. 19.  who  hath  reffled  his  7v//2  ?  No  one  can  hinder  him 
from  having  his  holy  will  in  whatever^he  hath  ajraind  to  accom- 
plifh.  Agiiin,  it  is  as  true  that  what  doth  come  to  pafs  Was 
firf  determined  by  the  Lord,,  Therefore  ^ames  when  he  was 
(peaking  in  the  Synod  at  Jerufaiem  had  this  faying,  kfown  mto 
God  are  all  his  Works  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  Ads.  15.18, 
If  God  doth  fore-know  whatever  things  (hall  come  to  pafs,  he 
muft  needs  will  them  or  nill  them, but  they  do  not  come  to  pafs 
againft  the  Lords  will, or  whdher  he  wH  or  Certainly  it  Is  in 
his  hand  co  prevent  any  thjng  that  coinech  to  pafs  in  the  world. 
There  is  no  profperous  or  comfortable  event  at  any  time  hap- 
neth,  but  it  was  before  appointed  by  the  Lord-,  nor  is  there 
any  cvill  hapneth  but  accordiag  to  the  determination  of  the 
onlj  wife  God,  The  moll  difmall  Providence  when  once  it  is 
accompli (hed,  wee  may  know  that  this  was  decreed  before 
the  world  began,  yea  frog  Euf  nity,  When  Jtfus  Chriil  the 
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Son  of  God  was  hanged  and  Crucified,  thac  was  the  ftran'gefl 
and  moil  difmai  providence  thac  ever  was  fince  the  world  began, 
yet  this  was  decreed  from  eternity  Ads.  2.23.  Him  hung  de-- 
livtrtd  hj  the  determinate  Coanfel  andforeknovoledg  of  God^ye  have . 
taken^andhj  wicked  hands  have  CrnCified  and  Slain,  And  par¬ 
ticularly  there  is  as  holy  and  eternal  Decree  refpcdlng  the 
tiines  of  itacn  Job.  7.  i.  Is  there  not  an  dffnnted  time  to  man  upon 
the  earth  }  Afts,  17.24.  Cod  hath  determined  the  times  hefort 
apfointed, 

2.  Another  demondration  of  the  truth  before  is  this, 
T'here  is  a  Providjncei'n  every  thing  that  comet h  to  pafs,  God 
doth  execute  his  decree  by  his  Works  of  Creation  and  Provi¬ 
dence.  Gods  Providence  is  that  whereby  hedoth  difpofe  of  (not 
only  fome  things  bur)  all  things  as  (hail  be  for  his  own  glory. 
Thofe  things  which  as  to  men  are  moll  fortuitous  acci- 
deacalland  cafualjin  refpeftofGod  arc  purpofely  and  provi¬ 
dentially  ordered;  for  example,  Cafual  whe^iva  man 

Jcills  another  accidentally  ag^inft  his  v^il),  the  'hoiy  hirtfed  God 
ordered  thac  matter  en  |f)urpofe,  upon  holy  grounds  and  for 
holy  ends.  See  a  clear  scripture  for  this  Exod  21.12.  He  that 
fmiteth  a  man  fo  that  he  dye  fhall  furely  be  put  to  death.  But  if  a  man 
lye  not  in  Wait^  but  God  deliver  him  into  his  hand^  then  I  ap^ 
point  thee  a  place  hither  he  pi  all  flee,  Sd  that  if  a  man  happen 
to  kill  another  againft  his  will,  God  delivers  the  man  thac  is 
flain  into  the  hands  of  him  that  fmote  him,  which  ^evidently 
fheweth  that  there  is  a  providence  of  God  in  all  fuch  Cafualtyes, 
So  \n  Lottery  as  to  men  the  thing  is  doubtfulband  fortuitous, 
Which  way  theLot  (hall  fall,  but  God  hath  beforehand  contri¬ 
ved,  and  will  by  an  cffeduall  Providence  order  accordingly  how 
the  thing  fhall  be  Prov.  16.33. 7“/;^  Lot  is  cap  into  the  lap  {{o 
was  the  Cuftom  in  Solomons  dayes)  but  the  whole  dijfoflng  there 
efts  of  the  Lord,  There  is  not  the  leaft  matter  cometh  to  pafs 
•in  the  world  without  the  Providence  of  God  Mat.  10.29  ^re 
not  ^  Wo  Sparrows  fold  for  a  farthings  and  one  of  them  pall  not  fall  to 
the  ground  without  your  Father^  but  the  very  hairs  of  your  head 
are  all  numbred ,  The  meaning  is,  that  there  is  an  band  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  in  all  events,  yea  in  the  fmalleft  matters  that  happen 
in  the  world.  Sure  then  there  is  not  any  great  and  folemn  and 
awfuj!  event  hJpaing  at  anytime  in  any  pU'Cf  but  the  hand  of 

Divine 
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Divine  providence  is  therein,  and  that  not  only  as  to  the  tliingi 
hut  as  CO  the  time  and  manner  and  all  circumHances  whac- 
locver  that  may  occur;  if  a  Sparrow  doth  not  fall  to  the 
ground  without  God,  much  Icfs.  doth  a  man  fall  into  the  grave 
(efpecially  if  the  fall  be  fudden  ar^  awfully  but  there  is  a 
fpccial  Providence  therein,  '  i  * 

But  the  truth  of  this  Doftrine  will  appear  further  by  fpeaking 
to  the  grounds  and  Reafons  of  k,  wee  (hall  briefly  mention  two. 

Reaf  I.  Becaufe  men  are  the  Lords  Creattfres  therefore  it  is  but 
reafon  that  their  Times  fliould  be  in  his  hand.  He  is  our  Maker 
Pfil.  95.6.  Come  let  us  wor/hip  and  how  do^n^  let  us  k^eel  before 
God  our  maker.  So  in  Pfaf,  lOO.  3.  Know  .ye  that  the  Lord  he  is 
God,  it  is  he  that  mads  us  and  not  wee  /f/w.  Yea  and  God 
bath  made  us  for  himfclf,  for  his  own  ufe  and  fer vice  Rev. 4.1  r. 
Thou  hafl  created  all  things,  for  thj  pUafure  they  are  and  were  Cre-  ' 
ated.  If  a  man  make  a  thing  for  another  and  not  for  himfelf, 
he  bach  not  fuch  power  to  dilpole  of  it,  but  if  he  make  it 
for  himfelf  he  may  difpofe  of  it  thus  or  (‘ol,  as  {ball  feem 
g  )od  urito  him :  now  God  hath  made  us  for  hirafelf  apd  not 
for  another,  therefore  he  may  well  difpofe  of  us,  and  of  our 
times  as  fhail  feera  good  unto  him, 

Reaf.  2.  From  the  abfolute  Dominion ji>hich  the  Lord  hath  over  sis , 
Wee  may  reafon  f  om  the  Soyeraignty  of  the  moft  high.  And 
this  folioweeh  from  the  former  ;  Inafmuch  as  God  hath  made 
us,  therefore  he  hath  an  abfolutc  dominion  over  us  Ro.m.;9. 
22.  Hath  not  the  Potter  power  over  .the  clay,  of  the-  fame  lump 
to  make  one  vejfel  to  honour  and  another  to  dipjonour.  The  Potter 
hath  a  kind  of  abfoluce  power  over  the  Clay,  for  he  may  difpofe 
of  it  thus  or  fo,  as  (ball  feem  good  unto  him.  Wee  arc  before 
God  as  the  Clay  is  before  the  Potter,  wherefore  the  Scripture 
fpeaketh  much  concerning  that  abfolute  Dominion  which  “the 
Lord  hath  over  his  Creatures,  Di:ut.32.39.  See  now  that  t 
even  I  am  he  and  there-,  is  no  God  with  mee,  1  kill  and  I  make 
alive,  I  wound  and  I  hyat  neither  is  there  any  that  can  deliver 
out  of  my  hand.  At  the  fame  time  feme  are  wounded  and  not 
others,  fome  are  killed  by  the  fame  blow  and  others  are  kept 
alive;  amongft  wounded  ones  fome  are  healed  and  others  fbaU 
not  recover,  why  ?  R  is  the  Lord  that  dotfa'thefe, things  andhac)[i 
power  fo  to  doc.  Wherefore  Elihu  faidto  Job»  CImd.  33.12^ 


lO 


he  Times  oi  men  are  intbehand  of  God, 

T  mUanfvoer  thee  that  God  Is  great er[f haft  ykhj  dof  thdft 

firive  againji  hlmforhe'giveth  no  account  of  any  of  his  matters^ 
that  is  to  fay  lie  is  not  boun  J  to  give  any  account  of  any  of  his 
matters,  , though  fomecimes  he  condcfcends  unco  ic,  yet  that  is 
more  then  he' is  obliged  unto,  faith  God  may  cahe 

frori)  t!  ee  thy  eflate,  and  thy  Relations^  all  by  one  fudden  awful! 
blo  w  of  his  hand,  artd  yet  ne  ver  tc!l  tbe^  why  he  doth  ;  fo.  Such 
is  the  abfolute‘^Sdveraighty^^  ahd^  high  Supremacy  which  the  j 
glorious  and  ctelhall'God  Hath  over  his  Creatures.  So  thac  I 
W’el!  did  Nebuchadnezzar  make  confcHion  faying,  all  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  '  of  the  earth  are  ref  uted  as  nothing  and  he  doth  according  to 
hii  mll  in  the'Armj  pf  HeC.vc'ft^  and  among  the  Inhabitants  of  \ 
‘the  'Earthy  dnd\there  is  ftone^can  flay  his  handy  or  fay  unto  him  \ 
Tfhat  dofl  th6u\  Dim," 4.3' J.  No  ’mart  hath  art  abfolutc  Dominion  | 
over  others  fo^s  that  his  Will  fhall  be  his  Rule,  but  God 
moRhigh  hath  fuch  a  Dominion,  fo  as  thac  ic  is  impo/lible 
that  he  Ihoiild  doe  any  wrong  unro  his  Creatures,  howeveu 
he  difpofc  of  them  or  of  their  Times. 

Wee  come  now  to  Infer  fome  Vfes  from  this  Doclrine, 

This  Truth  may  be  applyed,  i.  By  way  of  InfruUioni  | 

2.  By  way  of  Co>7/o/4r/V».  3.  Qf  Rtfrehenfon,  4.  By 

way  of  Exhort  at  oin  and  Dirillion. 

Ufe.  I.  Ofinftrudionin  two  Particulars. 

I,  In  cafe  ^ee  enjoy  good  times  y  if  Wee  fee  good  dayts  this  [hertf^ 
eth  m  unto  whome^ee  ought  to  be  thankefull,  even  unto  thac  God 
in  whofe  hand  our  Times  are.  If  wee  have  our  lives  when 
others  are  fnatched  away  by  Death,  if  wee  have  health  when 
others  are  in  ficknef5,if  wee  have  cafe  when  others  have  broken 
bones  and  are  in  extrctrrfty  of  angn  let  us  be  for  ever  thank-' 
full  unto  God.  if  wee  have  plenty  when  others  arc  in  wants,  as 
2C  this  day  our  Neighbours  dre  afflided  with  great  Scarcity  as  to 
Prorifion,  but  we  have  Plenty  -  let  not  the  Lord  have  caufe  to 
complain  againft  us,asfometrmcs  agairtft  the  Church  of  IfracI, 

Hof.  2.S.  did  not  know  that  I  gave  her  Cbrn.  Wee  alfd  enjoy 
the  libertyes  of  the  Gofpcfznd  in  that  refptd/ec^W^/f/r/.  As 
when  thofe  Libertyes  are  taken  away,  the  dayes  are  evill  Eph,  5. 

16.  Redeem  the  Time,  for  the  dayes  are  evil/.  Why  were  they 
evill  ?  namely  in  refped  of  fore  PerfccutionS  raifed  againll  the 
people  of  God,  therefore  when  there  is  no  Pcrfecution  (as 
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thrcugti  Grace  with  us)  there  is  nqt,  thofe  are  good  ’daycs, 
and  wee  ought  then  to  be  thankful!  to  God  on  the  account 
thereof  And  inafmuch  as  that  God,  in  whofe  band  is  our  Time 
hath  fo  ordered  as  that  wee  arebrought  iato  the  world  in  thefe 
Gofpel  dayes,  wee  owe  him  EverUfting  praifes  on  that  account. 
Wee  might  have  been  born.in  thofe  times  of  Ignorance,  when 
God  fuffered  rail  nations  to  walk  in  their  own  wayes,  even  in 
thofe  dark  ages  of  the  world,  which  were  before  the  Sun  of 
rigbtcoufnefs  did  arife  upon  the  earth,  andfo  have  per ilhed 
for  lack  of  knowledge^  but  God  hath  given  us  to  liveallour 
dayes  under  the  light  of  the  Gofpeh  And  have  not  many  of 
you  had  a  Iqng  day  of  Grace  ?  There  are  fome  of  you  that  God 
in  whofe  hand  are  your  times,  hath  continued  to  you  the  day  of 
Grace,  twenty, thirty, yea  forty  years  and  more  to  fome  of  you. 
Thankfully  acknowledge  the  Grace  of  the  Lord  toward  you. 

Inftruft,  2.  This  teacheth  us  a  Lejfon  of  Humility  and  Suh* 
mtjpon  to  the  will  of  Godin  cafewee  fee  evill  dayes.  If  a  change 
of  times  come  upon  us  or  ours,  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  in  it, 
and  therefore  to  be  patient  and  humble  is  that  which  becometh 
us,  Amos.  3.6.  Shall  there  be  evill  in  the  city  and  the  Lord  hath 
not  done  it  f  Shall  any  evill  happen  in  wTown,  Or  in  a  Family 
and  the  Lord  not  have  an  holy  oycrrulifi?Jhand  in  it .?  The  Lord 
owneth  evill  of  affliftion  as  bis  Creature,  Ifai.  .4$  .7.  1  form 
the  lights  and  I  Create  darh,nefsy  J  wake  peace  and  create  evill  % 
J  the  Lord  doe  all  thefe  things.  Wherefore  if  any  afflidiVe  Pro¬ 
vidence  do  befall  us,  wee  fliould  fay  as  £//did,  when  hefirll 
heard  of  fuch  an  awfulf  Providence  befalling  his  Family,  as 
made  the  ears  of  every  one  that  heard  it  to.tingle,  hciiid  it  u 
the  Lor d^  let  him  doe  wlat  feeweih  him  goody  i.  Sam.  3.18.  And 
indeed  it  is  our  heft  and  wifeft  way,  yea  and  ^0  Will.be  unto  us, 
if  wee  will  not  fubmit  to  the  Soycraigne  will  and  pleafure  of  th« 
Almighty,  when  once  his  will  is  manifeftediLlfai.  45-9.  H^oe  unto 
him  that  firiveth  With  his  Maker,  Cod  Will  have  the  maflery 
over  his  Creatures,  and  will  make  them  know  tijat  be  is  above 
the.U‘  and  therefore  it  is  in  vain  for  any  to  ftruggle  againft  God, 
it  is  great  fin  and  folly  fo  to  doe,  1  .i.  i : 

Ufe.  2.  OfConfclatm  to  the  Children  ci/*C^^i^and  it  mufi  n^eds 
kca  Confideration  full  of  glorious  Confoladon  unto  them  if 
fhey  doeby  faithj  apprchend  this  truth, that  all  cheir  times  are 
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The  ^  Imes  of  men  are  in  the  hand  of  God, 
in  the  hand  of  their  Father. 

Wee  (hall  mention  two  Or  three  comfortable  Mcditarionj 
here.  ' 

1,  If  their  Times  are  in  Gods  hand,  then  aH  their  other  cen^’ 
cernments  whatfoever  are  in  his  hand.  This  follcwech  by  parity 
of  reafon.  Your  lives  are  in  Gods  hand?  he  is  the  God  of  n.j 
life  faid  David.  Our  health  is  in  his  hand,  Eee  is  the  health  of 
rnj  countenance^  Oiu  Eftates  are  in  his  hand,  who  is  able  to 
keep  them, and  whole  bif  fling  alone  rhaketh  rich.  Our  Relations 
are  in  bis  hand,  feme, of  you  have  Relations  abfent  from  you  afar 
off  upon  the  Sea,  or  in  Countreys  remote,  remember  they  are 
in  thehand  of  God  wherefoever  they  may  be.  Others  of  you 
have  near  Relations,  Children  pthaps  fick  and  in  danger  of  death 
remember  ahat  they  alfo  are  in  Gods  handr 

2,  Hence  thty^  are  in  the  he  fir  hand  that  ^ojfihlj  can  he.  You 

can  not  wifli  your  times  or  concernments  in  a  bttter  hand,  they 
are  in  a  wife  bandjvhe  is  the  only  wife  God.  They  are  in  a 
Fakhfull  band  •  ItVas  Dr  exprtflion,  chat  if  the  cafe 

were  fo  with  him  that  he  might  fpeak  but  three  words  before 
he  went  out  of  the  world,  thefefhould  be  the  wards,  GOD 
IS  FAITH!  ULL.  And  in  an  able,  yea  in  an  AHfufficienc  hand, 
John,  10.29*  Jidy  father  is  greater  then  all,  no  man  is  able  to 
fluch^  them  cut  of  mj  Fathers  hand.  This  Ts  a  great  cym^mt  ta 
them  that  have  faith  to  improve  it.  If  a  man  bt  hek  is  i:  not  a 
comfort  to  him  to  be  in  the  hand  ofa  skilfuli,  faitbluil ,  com- 
paflionate,  Phyfitian,  Sok  is  here. 

3 ,  Here  is  ground  of  Comfort  againfi  all  the  dr f  pis  of  Satan^ 
andbis  Inftruments  Our  times  are  not  in  Satans  hard,  the  Lord 
faidtohim  concerning  Job,  Touch  not  his  life.  The  Devill 
would  fain  have  taken  Jobs  life  from  him,  but  he  could  not  doe 
it,  bf caufe  it  was  not  in  bis  hand.  It  is  true,  that  it  is  faid  of  the 
Distil  that  he  hath  the  power  of  Heath,  Hebr.  2.  14.  Becaufe  he 

See  Dr  Owtn  employed  in  great  and  Egnall  Judgments,  toinflid  death 
Expcfiiion  upon  men,  and  the  Jews  of  old  had  an  opinion  that  great  and 
Htbr  2.14.  fudden  ddIrLdions  were  all  wrought  by  him-  but  then  he  mull 
P*  U’)*  have  a  commiflion  from  a  higher  hand,  or  he  can  doe  nothing. 

And  ihe  like  mufl  be  faid  concerning  his  infiruments  in  the 
world.  Wee  fee  in  this  context  there  Were  tbofe  that  delfigncd 
to  .take  away  Davids  life,  verfe,  i|.  againfi:  pte  the]  devifed  fr 
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take  array  my  ///<?,  but  they  could  never  do  ir,  btcaufe  bis  times 
were  in  Gods  band  and  not  in  tbeirs.  So  Herod  fought  Chrifts 
life,  and  after  that  the  Jews  would  have  killed  hsm,  and  had  ma¬ 
ny  a  fair  opportunity  lo  to  doe,  and  yet  it  was  not  at  thofe  times 
acccmplifhed  when  it  was  cafy  to  have  been  done,  forafmuch 
as  the  Lords  time  was  not  yet  come,  John.  7.  30. 

Vfe  3.  Let  it  be  of  fad  and  folcmn  Reproof,  there  are  fevcral 
forts  of  men  that  fall  under  Convidion  and  >:ift  Reprehenfion 
herei 

T.  This  condemns’  thofe  that  yeill  he  curioujly  enquiring  into 
thofe  times  that  God  k,eeps  in  his  oyrn  hands  alcne^  The  J^ifciples 
themfeivcs  were  once  blameworthy  in  this  refped,  Ads.  1.6,7. 
Theyfaidto  ChriR  Veilt  thou  at  this  time  re  ft  ore  again  the  King'- 
dime  to  Ifrael?  The  Lord  gave  them  a  fhort  return  faying,  it 
u  not  for  you  to  know  the  Times  or  the  Seafons  which  the  Father 
hath  put  in  his  oVtn  power.  Indeed  there  are  feme  Times  which 
wee  ought  to  be  enquiring  into.  The  holy  Prophets  did  en¬ 
quire  and  fearch  diligently  into  the  time  of  ChriRs  coming  into 
the  world,  i  Pet.  1.1 1.  The  men  of  Iffachar  were  commend¬ 
ed.  for  their  ZJnderftanding  in  the  times.  The  Pharifees  are 
reproved  becaufe  they  couid  not  difeernthe  ftgnsofthe  times. 
Sii.h  Times  as  God  hath  revealed  we  fhould  modcRIy  enquire 
into.  Pic  bath  told  us  how^  long  the  Reign  of  Anti-OiriR  fliall 
continue,  and  ihereforeitis  both  lawfuRand  a  duty,  with  Humi¬ 
lity  to  be  enquiring  into  that  time.  But  there  are  fome  that 
will  be  quiring  into  times  that  are  kept  feciet,  e.  g.  Some  v?  M 
be  detc!  mining  the  year  when  the  day  of  Judgm^rr  fliali  leg  n, 
But  (although  I  deny  not  but  that  the  age  w  l  .  mn  that  day 
lhall  begin  may  beconjtdured  ar)  ChriR  bath  1  ff  t! a  day  Je 
and  hour  k^oweth  no  man^  no  not  the  Argels  which  are  ;« 
neither  the  Son  but  the  Father.  Mark.  Oihers  wih  be 

enquiring  into  the  time  w  hen  fuch  2  man  dye  &:c.  Seme 
that  Calculate  Nativityes^JudicUH  Aftrilogtrs^  Fortum^ulleys^ 
arc  deeply  guilty  in  this  rcfptd.  The  accurfed  rmd  lying 
Vanityes  and  Witchcrafts  of  fuch  peifons  are  feariuil  trai/gi  *  iii 
ons  in  the  Rghc  of  God.  Certainly  every  man  ui  Ifaac 

did,  Gen.  27.2.  I  know  not  the  day  of  fry  death,  aid  ihereLre 
great  is  ihcir  (in  and  folly  that  v;ill  goc  about  to  dcterrrhie 
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that  it  may  be  every  rfay,  and  the  Lord  hideth  it  from  you,  that 
fo  you  might  live  every  day  as  if  k  Vvere  your  laft, 

2.  This  Rfprovfth  thofe  th^t  hmld  upon  the  time  to  come,  that 
fay  hereafter  they  will  doe  this  and  that  and  the  other  thing,  the 
Apoftle  fpeaJiech  of  fuch  and  reproveth  them.  Jam.  4.13,14, 

Goe  too  nowjou  that  (aj  to  morrow  wee  will  pe  to  fuch  a  City^  and 
continue  there  a  year  whereas  ye  k^ow  not  what  fhall  k  on  the  mor» 
row  for  what  f?  your  life}  it  is  even  a  fuf  our  that  Afpenreth  for 
A  little  time  and  then  vanlfheth  A^^ay,  It  is  too  much  prefumption 
for  you  to  allot  upon  the  time  to  come,  which  i$  not  in  your 
bands,  but  in  Gods  only.  How  doe  fome  fay  that  hereafter 
they  will  repent  of  their  Sins.  This  is  thccvill  which  Young 
men  areefpecialiy  guilty  of,  The  Young  man  thinks  with  Mm- 
felf,  He  repent  and  endeavour  to  make  my  peace  with  God  when 
old  age  is  come  upon  mc^  but  how  doft  thou  know  that  thou 
(halt  live  till  old  age  f  It  may  be  that  God  in  whofe  hand  is  thy 
time,  will  not  fuffer  thee  to  live  fo  long.  It  is  faid,  one  dyeth  in 
fullftrength.  Job.  21,23,  Doewecnot  fee  examples  for  itbe.« 
fore  our  eyes  from  day  today  ?  Howdoft  thou  know  but  Jthac 
thou  JhAlt  dye  in  thy  full  firength  f  Another  faith.  He  repent 
when  I  come  to  lye  upon  a  fick  bed,  &  a  death  bed,  but  it  may 
be  thou  (bait  not  dye  in  thyjbed  and  how  then  f  It  may  be 
thou  flialt  have  no  ficknefs  before  death.  Death  may  come 
upon  thee  and  not  give  thee  a  moments  warning.  Remember 
that  Scripture,  Prov,  27,1,  Boafi  not  thy  felfoftomorro'^thoH 
hyiowefl  not  what  A  day  may  bring  forth,  O  what  did  one  day 
bring  forth  this  laft  week,  one  morning  the  other  day  brought 
forth  that  which  will  never  be  forgotten  by  many  here  prefenr, 

§,  This  Refroveth  tho/cthat  dot  provoke  the  Lord  to  cut  of 
their  time.  The  Sins  of  men  provoke  God  to  fliorten  thcTr 
time  and  dayes  in  this  world,  Alas !  it  is  not  long 
fince  !  did  upon  a  very  fad  occafilon  infift  upon  thofc  wbrds^ 
Eedcf,  7,  If,  Be  not  overmuch  wic^ed^  neither  be  thou  fooli/h^ 
for  why/houldefi  thou  dye  before  thy  time  f  Great  ftns  bring  un* 
timely  death,  Drunkenefs,  Swearing,  SabbatM breaking,  - 
Atbdfme,  Neglcft  of  prayer,  and  the  like  evills  bring  untime¬ 
ly  death  upon  thofc  that  are  fo  guilty,  efpecially  ifthey  have 
had  many  offers  of  grace,  Pfal,  8  i,r  3,1 },  that  my  People  had 
iearkfued  to  thjir  time  fieuld  have  endured.  But  when  men 
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will  not  hearken  to  God,  he  will  not  fuffer  their  time  to  endure 
long.  There  was  an  awfull  Providence  amongfl:  us  above  a  year 
agoe,  which  you  may  remember  occafioned  the  preaching  of 
ftverall  Sermons  from  that  Scripture,  Prov.  29.  i.  He  that 
often  reproved  hardneth  hi^  neck^^  Jhall  [nddenlj  be  dejlro]^ 

(d  and  that  \>clthout  remedy, 

Ufe  4.  Of  Exhortation  to  SanSiifie  the  Name  of  God  when  wee  fee 
his  hand  putting  an  end  to  the  time  of  thefe  or  th»fe  in  an  avpfull 
manner, 

I  would  apply  this  particularly  with  refptd  to  that  fatal  &  difmal 
Stroke  which  hapned  amongft  us  the  lart  week.  That  Providence 
is  it  felf a  loud  Sermon,  it  is  a  warning-piece  from  Heaven,  andjif 
God  Preach,  his  Minifters  Hiould  preach  too.  It  may  not  be  a- 
mifs  then  to  Second  this  Solemn  work  of  God  with  a  Solemn 
word. 

Some  Cenfi derations  and  DlreBions  kt  me  fet  before  yoM. 

Confider,  i.  How  avp fully  this  Tr evidence  is  Circum/flanced^ 

It  isfo  in  refpid  of  the  time  when  it  happens-,  even  at  a  time 
when  the  Lord  is  frowning  upon  us,  and  threatning  of  us  in 
other  rtfptds.  The  Lords  hand  is  at  this  day  ftretchedout  a- 
gainft  our  Brethren  in  a  neighbour  Plantation,  and  God  ex¬ 
perts  that  wee  fliould  take  notice  of  ir,  and  be  warned  by  it,  as 
fometimes  it  was  faid  concernirg  Jerufalem,  Zepb.  3.6,7.  lhave 
cut  off  the  Nations^  and  I  faid furely  thou  wilt  fear  wf,  thou  wilt 
receive  InJlruHion,  When  the  Lords  hand  was  upon  Neigh¬ 
bouring  Places,  he  looked  that  Jerufalem  fhonld  thereby  take 
warning,  fo  now  that  the  Famine  is  like  to  prevail  upon  Virgimay 
God  faith,  furc  New-England  will  fear  me  and  receive  In- 
flruftion.  ^ 

This  providence  is  likewife  awfully  Circumflanc  d,  in  that  it 
cometh  at  a  time  when  there  are  lamentable  Out  breakings  of 
Iniquity.  ’Not  long  fincetwo  Murt  hirers  were  executed  amongfl: 

MS-  and  lirce  that  another  horrid  Murcher  difeovered,  and  it 
is  to  be  feared  cbac  many  will  be  found  with  the  guilt  of  blood 
in  their  Skirts. 

And  this  Providence  is  awfully  Circumftanccd,  inrcfptftof 
the  fuddenefs  of  this  fatal  blow,  no  warning  given  of  k  before¬ 
hand,  no  man  that  cxpeAed  or  ever  thought  of  fuch  a  thing 

Pi!  !^!!!  qofficnt  wherein  the  blow  was  given* 
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And  awfully  Circumftanced  in  refpc  ft  of  the  number  of  Per- 
fons  whom  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath  fallen  upon,  m  Ufs 
then  nine  Perfons^  and  three  ofthrm  already  iead^  befidcs  another 
that  was  taken  away  by  fudden  death  the  very  fame  day, 

Anvi  av/fuliy  Circumftanced  in  refptft  of  the  quality  of  the 
Perfons  whom  theLoid  hath  taken  away,  I  mean  with  refped 
Scari'er,  fe  Mr  were  of  this  Congregation.  The  Common- 

John  hTcike.  wealth  hath  a  lofs  in  refpf  ft  of  them  both,  fince  it  muft  needs 
be  acknowledged  that  they  had  more  of  a  publick ,  noble, 
generous  fpiric  then  can]|  be  faid  of  moO:  atnongU  us.  Yea 
and  theChu'^ch  alfo  hath  a  great  lofs  in  refpeft  ofone  ofthem, 
even  the  Church  wherof  he  was  a  member,  (ince  that  he  did 
induftrio  icfly  fet  himfelfco  promote  the  welfare  of  the  Church 
as  well  as  of  the  Common-wealth.  I  have  heard  it  from  fume 
that  knew  it,  that  his  Mother  who  was  a  precious  godly  woman 
-  had  a  particular  faith  for  that  fon  of  hers,flae  befeiveu  that  God 

would  blcfs  him  and  make  him  a  biclling  in  his  Ocnerati:>i>,  and 
wee  have  feen  that  his  godly  Mothers  faith  was  not  in  va<n  for 
him,  but  therefore  the  lofs  is  the  greater,  and  the  providence 
the  more  awfull . 

Confider  2,  That  there  are  no  per/ons  in  aM  the  world  nnto 
whom  God  Jpeal^eth  hj  thie  Providence  as  he  doth  tom.  Indeed 
the  Lord  fpeaketh  thereby  unto  -others,  yea  unto  all  chat  fhall 
hear  of  it.  Hee  fpeaketh  to  Ne\\^-Englandy  and  more  particu¬ 
larly  this  is  a  fpeaking  Providence  to  Bofion^  but  moft  of  all  to 
us  of  this  Congregation^  in  that  they  whom  the  Lord  hath 
flain  were  of  us.  This  thing  bath  been  done  in  our  hearing 
and  before  our  eyes,  our  eyes  have  beheld  the  Slaughter  which 
the  Lord  hath  made,  yea  and  by  their  Deaths  he  hath  wounded 
us.  Come  let  us  return  to  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  torn  us,  he 
bath  fmitten  us* 

Confider,  3.  That  thU  is  not  the  firfi  'darning  which  the  Lord 
hath  given  m.  How  many  fudden  deaths  have  there  been  f  Not 
to  mention  things  of  an  elder  date,  which  in  the  day  of  them 
1  have  not  been  altogether  wanting  to  mind  you  of.  Ibis  lail 
year  wee  have  thus  been  warned,  not  once  nor  twice.  This  > 

Spring  feverall  amongll  us  have  been  fnacched  away  by  fudden  b 

ftrokcs  .ofthe  Lords  hand.  And  it  is  not  a  year  agoc  (hardly 
|hree  quarters  of  a  year)  fince  {here  was  fucu  another  awfull 

»  ■  .-V— .  - - 
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as  that  which  I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  when  that  Shop  was  b!ow^ 
up  with  a  Barrel  of  Powder,  and  one  man  was  killed,  and  (as  I 
remember)  feven  or  eight  wounded.  Now  it  is  to  be  feared^ 
that  wee  were  not  affcd:ed  and  awakened  with  that  Stroke  as 
ihould  have  been,  and  therefore  the  Lord  is  put  upon  it  to 
bring  another  more  awfull  then  the  former. 

Confidcr  4.  That  if  wee'  doe  not  fan[tifle  the  N amc  of  God 
under  this  awfull  Providence^  Lamentable  things  will  follow, 
Ifai,  26.  ii»  Lord  when  thy  hand  is  lifted  up  they  will  not  fee^ 
but  they  fhaU  fee  andhe  afhamed.  Wo  to  us  if  wee  will  not  fee 
when  the  Lords  hand  is  lifted  up  in  fuch  an  awfull  manner, 
what  can  wee  then  expeft  but  utter  Confufion .?  wee  may 
then  cKpeft  that  the  Lord  hath  not  yet  done  with  us.  No,  He 
will  not  turn  away  from  his  anger,  but  his  band  will  be  ftrctchcd 
outftilJ.  Then  look  for  it,  the  Lord  will  take  away  others  that 
are  ufefull,  ferviceable,  and  dcfirable  ^  and  if  he  take  away  a 
few  fuch  what  a  naked  deftitute  people  will  you  be  i  yea  we  may 
then  expcA  that  there  (hall  be  Calamity,  and  Lamentation  gt- 
neraly.  It  is  mentioned  as  a  dreadfull  Prefage  of  general!  Ca¬ 
lamity  coming  upon  the  Children  of  Ifrael  when  it  is  faid  that 
God  overthrew  fome  of  them  as  he  overthrew  Sodom  and  Gomorha^ 
that  is  by  fuddenand  fiery  deftrudion,  Amos.  4.1 1.  And  Chriil 
doth  intimate  to  the  Jews,  that  hidden  and  awfull  deftrudioa 
which  came  upon  a  few  of  them,  did  (  without  repentance)  fore¬ 
run  and  foretell  a  day  of  generall  Calapaity  coming  upon  them, 
Luke,  ij.3,5. 

You  will  fay  but  what  (hall  wee  doc  that  fo  wee  may  fandifie 
the  Lords  Name  under  this  awfull  haad  of  his  upon  us  ? 

Anfw.  Follow  thefe  DireElions. 

I.  T ake  notice  of  the  hand  of  God  in  this  that  is  come  to  pafr. 
Doc  not  think  that  this  is  a  mccr  accident  or  chance  •  the  Phi- 
liftines  were  willing  to  think  fo  when  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
upon  them,  i.  Sam.  6. 9.  Then  (fay  ihty)wee /hall  kno^  that  it 
u  not  his  hand  that  fmete  Hs^  it  was  a  chance  that  hapned  to .  hs. 
Chriftians  (houldknow  and  fpcak  other  wife,  it  is  not  a  Chance 
that  hath  hapned  to  us,  but  alTuredly  it  is  the  hand  of  the  Lord 
that  hath  fmitten  us  :  therefore  eye  his  holy  hand,  cfpccially  you 
that  were  any  way  related  to  thofe  that  are  now  dead,  you 
fliould  eye  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  chat  fo  yoi  may  be  Patient 

C  and 
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4nd  Humble  under  bis  Difpenfations  toward  you.  Thus  it  was 
with  that  godly  woman  NAomi^  when  moft  bitter  berearcmcnts 
came  upon  her,  when  her  husband  and  other  near  anddeac 
Relations  were  fnatched  from  her,  (he  confidered  that  the  hand 
of  the  Almighty  was  in  thofe  Killing  Strokes.  The  hand  of  tht 
Zordis  gone  out  againft  me,  the  Almighty  hath  dealt  very 
bitterly  with  me  ^  the  Lord  hath  teftified  againll  me,and  the  Al¬ 
mighty  hath  afflifted,  me,  Ruth.  1.13,30,21.  Andthusjtwas 
with  David  when  thofe  Calamityes  which  the  Text  feemeth  to* 
have  refpeS  unto,  did  befall  him,  Pfal.  39. 9,10.  1  tv  as  dnmh^ 
I  opened  not  my  mouth  becaufe  thou  didfi  it^  remove  thy  (troke  a^ ay 
from  me  ^  I  am  confumed  hj  the  Blow  of  thine  hand.  Believe 
it,  this  ftroke  is  the  Lords  ftroke,  this  blow  is  the  blow  of  Gods 
baud,  the  Lord  himfelf  hath  done  it.  Think  of  that,  that.fo  you. 
flaay  flt  down  in  Silence  before  the  Lord.  If  a  man  did  fee  the 
hand  of  the  Almighty  giving  the  blow,  would  he  f  durft  he  find 
fault  ? 


2,  Lay  it  to  heart.  Ii  is  not  enough  for  us  to  take  notice  of 
the  Lords  hand,  but  wee  muft  labour  to  be  duely  affeded  there 
with,  Eccle.  7.Z.  It  is  better  to  goe  to  the  houfe  of  mourning  then 
the  houfe  of  feaflingy  the  Living  will  lay  it  to  his  heart.  Wee 
ihould  with  Sorrow  Lament  over  this  dreadfull  dolefull  breach.. 
So  did  Mofes  dired  the  Children  of  Ifrael  in  the  like  cafe  Lev. 
10. <5,  Let  your  Brethren^  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael  he'doail  the 
hurningx^hich  the  Lor  d  hath  kindled.  There  were  two  men  that. 
Were  taken  away  out  of  the  world  by  a  fudden  and  fiery  flroke, 

and  all  their  brethren  even  the  whole  houfe  of  (Ifrael  mud 
fnent  for  it.  Truly  fo  it  hath  been  amongd  us,  Two  men  have 
dyed  Suddenly  and  that  by  fire  too,  now  it  concerns  us  to  be¬ 
wail  the  burning  which  the  Lord  hat h  ki^^l^d^  W  ec  fhould  mourn  , 
in  fecret  places  becaufe  of  this  thingi  It  would  be  fad  if  it  fhould  . 
be  faid.  of  us  as  fometimes  of  Ifrael,  lfai.42  .25.  He  haiL  pou-, 
red  on  him  the  fury  ofhisanger^  and  it  hath  fet  him^  on  f  re  round  ^ 
about  ^  yet  he  knew  not  ^and  it  burned  himy  yet  he  laid  it  not  to  heart.. 
shall  the  anger  of  the  Lord  be  burning  round  about  us,  and  = 

yet  wee  not  lay  it  to  heart  ?  .  •  -r  t 

.3,  Let  [US  adore  the  hand  of  God.  read  concerning  Job, 

that  when  the  Lord  bronght  thofe  fudden  cnanges  upon  him,  by 

the  Death  of  near  RclatioBS,  and  lofs  of  his  eilacc,  He  fell 

- - - - -  -  donn 
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,  down  uf6H  the  ground  and  mrfiifped.  Job,  | ,  20.  Wee  filOuW 
turnfuch  things  into  Prayer  and  humble  adoration  before  the 
Lord,  Adore  his  great ncfs,  his  foveraignty,  his  power,  bis 
wifdome,  his  righteoufnefs,  who  may  at  his  pleafure  punifh  us 
jOr  ours,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  fay  unto  him  what  doft  thou  P 
4*  Let  Hs  labour  to  underftand  the  Lords  mind  and  meaning 
in  this  a^fuU  Providence,  Certainly  the  Lord  fpeaketh  fomeching 
by  it,  yea  feme  great  thing,  and  therefore  wee  have  caufeco 
blame  our  own  dulnefs  of  und^rflanding  if  we  know  not  what 
it  is  that  the  Lord  would  have  us  to  hear  and  to  learn-,  were  we 
wife  as  we  ftiould  be, it  would  be  otherwife  with  us*  Mic. 6.9.  The 
Lords  voice  c^jeth-to  the  city^  the  man  of  wifdome  {hall  fee  thy  name^ 
hear  ye  the  rod  and  who  hath  appointed  it.  Olet  us  not  be  like  hearts 
that  eniy  feel  the  rod,  bat  hear  it  not.  The  lords  voice  cryeth 
to  the  ciry.  Truly  this  awful!  Providence  which  1  am  fpeaking  of 
is  the  Lords  voice-^k  cryeth  to  the  City,  it  cr^eth  to  the  Town. 
Chis  Solemn  voice  of  the  Lor  d  cryech  to  If  wee  be  men 

pf  wifdome  we  fliiH  fee  his  Name, yea  we  (hall  fandifie  hisName, 
5*  Repent  ofpafi  and prefent  Iniefuityes.  Doth  God  bring 

fuch  awfull  Providences  upon  us  that  fo  we  might  Cenfure  the 
dead  ?  No,  but  to  be  Inftruftions  and  warnings  to  the  living, 
that  fo  they  may  bs  awakened  to  unfaigned  Repentance  for  all 
their  (ins,  wherefore  Chrift  hath  faid  ^Thofe  eighteen  upon  whom 
theTower  of  Sileam  fell  and  fle^  them  ythinkjje  that  they  were  fin- 
tiers  above  all  men  that  dwelt  in  ferufalem^l  tell  you  nay^  hut  r.v- 
eept  you  repent  you  all  JhaU  like^ife  peri[h^\jisV>t,  So  I  fay 

do  you  chink  chat  thefe  nine  men  upon  whometbis  Blow  hath 
follen,  and  fundry  of  them  flaiu  thereby, were  Sinner s  above  any 
in  Bd/fon^  t  tefl  you  nay,  hut  except  you  repent  you.  (hail  likewife 
peririi.  EfpeciaHyrej^inc  pfthofeiShs  which  bring' fpefi  awfull 
Strokes  as  thefe.  Security  is  fuch  a  fin,  when  myrtical  Babylon 
(that  is  Rome)  faith  I  {hall  feu  no  forrow,  then  doe  her  Plagues 
come  in  one  day,  death  and  mourning.  When  men  cry  peace, 
peace,  then  comech  fudden  deftruftion.  The  Lord  roares  from 
on  high  that  he  may  awaken  Sinners  out  of  their  Security,  And 
'dsfeegard  to  the^ord  of  God  is  that  which  brings  fuch  difmall  Pro- 
fMcnccs  upon  poor  jCreaturfe,  When  men  regard  not  the  rt«U 
toicepf  the  word^Mountaihea  are  rent,  and  Rocki  are  broken 
10  pidcci  before  tSc  Lord.  Hence  it  is  that  themort  awfull 
f  r  —  .  ^  ^  . — providences 
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Providences  are  ufualy  in  thofe  places  where  the  word  of  God 
is  preached  in  the  greatcfl  power.  Godu  terrible  out  ofhisholj 
flaces.  Have  you  not  obfervedthat  there  have  been  more  Sud¬ 
den  deaths,  and  awfull  Tremendous  difpenfations  of  divine  Pro* 
viderccs  in  Utipp- Engl  and  then  in  any  place  where  you  have 
been  /  How  io  ?  Even  becaufc  the  word  of  God  is  plcneifuily 
and  powerfully  difpenfed  throughout  this  Land,  but  men  re¬ 
gard  it  not  as  they  ought  to  doe,  and  therefore  the  Lord  fpeak- 
cth  by  his  Works,  in  a  moft  awfull  manner  from  time  to  time, 
O  think  of  it,  and  repent  1 

Laftly,  Be  prtfared  for  change  of  Times,  Now  you  are  in 
Profperity.  but  prepare  for  a  day  of  Adverfity*,  who  knoweth 
how  foon  the  Iniquity  of  thy  heels  will  overtake  thee, and  the 
dayes  of  cvill  come  upon  thee EfpecialJy  prepare  for  that  laft 
and  great  change  which  will  come  upon  every  Soulamongft 
you,  and  you  know  not  how  foon  or  how  fuddenly.  And  indeed 
thatsthe  voice  of  the  Lord  in  this  Providence,  Calling  upon  all 
that  hear  of  it  and,  faying  Prepare  for  DeathX  Trepare  for  DeathX 
Prepare  for  Death\  you  know  not  but  that  you  (as  well  as  others 
that  are  gone  may  dye  fuddenly.  The  beft  man  in  this  Congrega¬ 
tion,  yea  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  may  for  ought  that  any  one 
can  fay  ,  be  (as  Mofes  was)  fuddenly  taken  out  of  the  world.  And 
therefore  make  fure  of  an  Inter  eft  in  jefus  Chrift.  If  death  come 
upon  a  man  and  find  him  out  of  Chrift,  it  had  been  better  for 
him  that  he  had  never  been  born.  O  then  labour  to  be  found  in 
him,  not  having  your  own  right eoufnefs,  but  that  which  is 
through  the  Faith  of  Chrift.  Wo  for  ever  to  that  man,  whom 
Death  (hall  find,  having  nothing  but  bis  own  Righteoufnefs.  It 
may  be  he  is  bonefi  in  his  dealings  with  men,  and  hath  this  or 
that  morall  Qualification,  but  he  is  a  ftrarger  to  the  righ¬ 
teoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  if  death  find  him  in  that  efiate,  he  is 
undone  eternally.  Alfo  fee  that  you  keep  in  the  Lords  way  be- 
caufe  Death  may  come  upon  you  fuddenly,  and  if  it  (hould  find 
Tcrruiifa,  you  out  of  Gods  way,  that  would  be  uncomfortable.  I  remem¬ 
ber  one  of  the  Antients  maketh  mention  of  a  woman  that  was 
a  Chriftian,  who  would  needs  go  and  fee  a  Stage-pUj  aded,  and 
when  (he  was  there,  God  fuficred  the  Pevill  to  take  bodily 
pofTcffion  of  her,  and  being  demand  ed  how  he  got  poffeilion  of 

one  that  was  a  Chriftian.  and  repa  ud  a  ^^^d  woman  ?  Why 
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1  found  her  in  mine  own  ground^  and  therefore  I 
might  well  take  pojfejfionof  her,  1  fpeak  not  this  to  rtflcd  upon 
the  dead,  I  know  not  but  that  they  might  be  in  their  way  when 
this  Stroke  came  upon  them,  but  to  Caution  the  living,  If yougoe 
cut  of  Gods  way^  the  Devi^  finds  you  in  his  o^n  ground,  and  then 
are  you  expofed  to  great  temptations  and  miferyes.  O  take  heed 
of  finning  againft  God.  A  Sinner  it  may  be  as  foon  as  ever  he 
hath  finned,  as  foon  as  ever  he  hath  fpoken  a  vain  or  wicked 
word,  Death  will  feize  upon  him  and  carry  him  before  the  Tri¬ 
bunal!  of  the  Lord.  A  Chriftian  fhould  often  be  propounding 
three  Queftions  to  himfelf.  i,  WhatamI?  2,  Where  ami.? 

3,  What  doc  I  ?  ^hat  am  1 .?  Am  I  in  a  good  eftatc  fit  to  dye  ? 
AmlinCbrift,  or  am  I  notinChrift.?  Am  I  one  that  truly 
fearethGod?  And  where  ami}  am  I  in  the  Place  which  God 
would  have  me  to  be  in  .?  Have  I  a  Call  to  be  here  I  And  what 
doe  1 }  Am  1  doing  that  which  is  pleafing  in  the  fight  of  God  ?  Is 
the  work  which  I  am  about  a  good  work,  or  an  cvill  work? 

And  he  that  fhall  be  as  to  his  State  as  ought  to  be,  and  fhall 
withall  keep  in  the  Lords  way,  needs  not  fear  any  Death.  No 
Death  can  hurt  him  though  never  fo  fudden^  But  it  he  be  found 
with  Loyns  girded,  and  Lamp  lighted,  He  (hall  gee  into  the 
Chambers  of  Ever  lifting  reft  and  peace,  BltfTed  is  that  Servant 
whom  the  Lord  at  his  Coming  (hall  find  fo  doing  •  yea  BUfted 
arc  they  which  dye  in  the  Lord,  for  they  ccafc  trem  their  La¬ 
bours  and  their  Works  follow  them. 
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